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Our Mantra 

Best Practice, Best Progress, Best Performance - Always 

 

Our Vision  

‘Our vision is to create a curriculum that is specifically designed for the children we serve. Knowledge and 
skills will be gained through experiences that will open the doors to future dreams.’ 

We will achieve this by: 

 Encouraging every student to acquire the knowledge, skills and experience necessary, both within 
and outside the classroom, to promote their full spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical 
development. 

 Providing a working atmosphere where good relationships between staff and pupils contribute to an 
effective and enjoyable learning process. 

 Encouraging pupils to develop confidence, self-respect and a knowledge and understanding of other 
cultures and lifestyles, and to foster a growing sense of corporate responsibility both within the 
school and in the wider community. 

 

 Ensuring continuity between the primary and secondary stages of education and to prepare pupils 
for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of adult life in an increasingly technological 
society. 

 

 Establishing and maintaining links with the community outside the Academy, welcoming in particular 
the help and support of the Academy Advisory Group and the parents. 

 
 Providing a variety of opportunities for staff to enhance their professional experience within a 

rewarding and fulfilling career 
 

 

Our Promises  
 

We believe that every student is unique and we endeavour to identify and provide all they need to 
succeed. We have very high standards of behaviour, but accept that students are here to develop socially 
and emotionally as well as develop their academic prowess. We exercise ‘Discipline with Dignity’ and work 
with every student, regardless of background and socio-economic standing, further ensuring they are 
cared for, guided and supported to do their best at all times. We promise that: 
 

 Every Student will be treated with respect 
 Every Student will be allowed and encouraged to participate 
 Every Student will be cared for 
 Every Student will be guided to achieve their greatest potential 
 Every Student will be supported 
 No Student will be ignored, bullied or disregarded, and 
 All Staff will uphold these promises  

The E-ACT Burnham Park Academy’s charters and behaviour codes of conduct underpin this promise 
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Welcome from Mr Hughes        

The E-ACT Burnham Park Academy has gone through a period of great change and I am very proud 
to be part of dedicated hard working team who put children’s welfare and academic achievement at 
the heart of everything we do. The students and staff at the Academy have recently moved through 
some challenging times and we are now truly reaping the rewards of our efforts. 
 

I joined the Academy in September 2016 and have committed to growing the seeds of potential that 
Burnham Park clearly possesses. The National Senior Adviser Matthew Flannigan and I have a 
background of successful school improvement and we are encouraged and enthused by the rapid 
improvements the Academy has already made.  
 

The Academy hosts some of the most caring, hardworking and conscientious students in Burnham 
and their resilience and commitment to their futures is inspirational. We have built a staff team that 
is equally as impressive and together as a school community, we are securing great outcomes for the 
students as reflected in this summer’s GCSE results. 
 

Relationships between staff and students are paramount to what we do and we are committed to 
providing the very best pastoral care in a compassionate and supportive environment. With student 
well-being at the heart of all we do, at BPA we are committed to providing an all-round unique and 
personalised educational experience. 
 

There are exciting times ahead of us and our doors are open with a warm welcome to all future 
students and parents. 

 

 
 
Mr J Hughes 
Headteacher 
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Welcome from Miss Whelan       

 
 

Thank you for choosing to take a look at our Academy.   
 
It is my responsibility to look after all new parents/carers and students at The E-ACT Burnham Park 
Academy.  Moving from Primary School to Secondary School is an exciting and significant event in 
the life of your child. It is an important milestone which, for many parents/carers, marks a change in 
expectations regarding crucial life skills such as independent working and self-organisation. 
 
Over the last year we have had a great deal of interest from the local community regarding the 
Academy. The Academy has grown sharply as prospective parents/carers have toured the Academy 
and met as many students and teachers as possible, they have then decided that it is the first choice 
school for them.  
 
I look forward to supporting all the New Year 6’s and parent/carers before they start, settle in and 
succeed at our Academy.  I also look forward to working closely with our new parents/carers so they 
feel a valued part of our Academy and to ensure they have the opportunity to engage with the 
Academy to support their child and contribute to the wider community. 
 
Miss D Whelan 
Assistant Headteacher 
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BIG CHANGES          

 

We are looking forward to welcoming you to The E-ACT Burnham Park Academy which opened in 
April 2012.  
 

The site has undergone a major refurbishment programme with more work planned in order to 
ensure our Academy provides the best possible learning environment for our students. 
 

The change to an Academy has brought enhanced ICT facilities, an enhanced environment for 
learning and a new senior leadership team led by our Headteacher, Mr Hughes. We have recruited an 
outstanding team of teachers to our new Academy who are eager to support students in reaching 
their full potential.  
 

HMI has reported: 
 

 ‘Pupils are working well because there have been substantial changes to the curriculum and the 
approaches teachers employ.’ 
 

The new Headteacher has placed pupils’ welfare and sense of belonging, as well as improving the 
overall culture of the school, at the forefront of this work.  This approach has led to improvements 
across the school. 
 

GCSE Results: 
 

GCSE A*-C results have more than doubled in just one year!!! 
 

Students achieving the highest grades in both English and Mathematics now 51% (up from 23%)!!! 
 

The Academy is sponsored by E-ACT, which is a charitable trust with a proven track record of 
supporting new academies on a rapid path to delivering an outstanding provision. Two of our sister 
Academies have recently celebrated “Outstanding” Ofsted achievements with many other successes 
on the way. The E-ACT Burnham Park Academy is on the same path to success and we very much 
look forward to welcoming new students in order that they can benefit from the many opportunities 
the Academy will offer. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“We all know in our hearts that  
The E-ACT Burnham Park Academy is  

the best school ever!” 
 

A Year 7 Student  
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Mathematics           

 
 
 

Attitude Creates the Altitude 
 
Mathematics is the means of looking at the patterns that make up our world and the intricate and 
beautiful ways in which they are constructed and realised. Numeracy is the means of making that 
knowledge useful. 
 
 
Mathematics contributes to the school curriculum by 
developing students’ abilities to calculate; to reason logically, 
algebraically, and geometrically; to solve problems and to 
handle data. It presents frequent opportunities for creativity, 
and can stimulate moments of pleasure and wonder when a 
problem is solved for the first time, or a more elegant 
solution to a problem is discovered, or when hidden 
connections suddenly manifest. 
 
 
Year 11 students are formally assessed every half-term with a GCSE past paper. This provides vital 
data about their strengths and weaknesses, and allows the department to place emphasis on the 
topics that they most need to work on. Other students take a formal assessment every term and are 
tracked rigorously to ensure that they have the best opportunity to reach their potential. 
 
Sixth Form students can study ‘A’ level Maths here, on the proviso that they gain at least a grade B in 
their Maths GCSE. 
   
 
What can it lead to? 

Attaining at least a Level 4 (equivalent to a previous C grade) in mathematics is a requirement for 

almost any college course. If you do not achieve it at school you will be required to re-sit once you 

get to college. It is also the benchmark for future employers as it demonstrates your functionality 

with numeracy. In short, it is essential for your future life and career.  

In terms of direct pathways, it is fundamental in a variety of subjects including accountancy, physics, 

computer science, business, economics and of course mathematics. 

 

A record 61% A* - C Mathematics GCSE results this year  
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English            

 
 

It is essential for future success that students leave The E-ACT Burnham Park Academy as 
outstanding readers, writers and speakers. We believe these skills form the basis that enables young 

people to achieve both at school and in their wider lives.  
 

We are developing the English curriculum with the principles at the heart of the academy firmly in mind. 
 

We ensure Best Practice by offering varied and exciting lessons, which include every student. We have 
carefully selected texts and assessment tasks which will enable creative teaching approaches as well as 
ensuring that each student is challenged and able to progress rapidly. Within the department we also 
hope to offer a range of Personal Best activities such as skills practise and debating with plans to develop 
more. We also have a range of trips and poet and acting company visits planned for the coming year and 

hope to add to this portfolio as the school grows. 
 
We firmly believe that Best Progress arises when students are engaged, focused and where they are 
encouraged to become independent learners. Each scheme of work at Key Stage 3 develops towards a 
half termly assessment focused on the Assessment 
objectives of the new GCSE course and in addition 
students’ basic literacy skills are developed through a 
weekly mastery lesson where they focus on different 
aspects of their writing and reading. Students are 
encouraged to be aware of their own targets for 
improvement as well as how they can move themselves 
onto the next stage. Where necessary literacy support is 
available after school in Personal Best time and at 
lunchtimes in the e-learning centre. 
 

The outcome of these approaches will be students 
demonstrating Best Performance, in assessments, in their interactions with others, in their ability to 
craft their writing effectively for their audiences and in their understanding of how text is acting on them.  
 

In short, to help students become excellent all round communicators is the ultimate aim of the 
department. 
 

What can it lead to?  

Attaining at least a grade 4/5 (equivalent of previous grade C) in English is a requirement for almost any 

college course. If you do not achieve it at school you will be required to re-sit once you get to college. It 

is also the benchmark for future employers as it demonstrates your functionality with reading, writing and 

speaking. In short, it is essential for your future life and career.  

In terms of direct pathways, it is essential if you want to study English further, or journalism, media, the 

law and medicine. 

A record 59% A* - C English GCSE results this year” 
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Science           

 

“You can teach a student a lesson for a day; but if you can teach him to learn by creating 
curiosity, he will continue the learning process as long as he lives“. Clay P. Bedford 
 

Science is an area where you expect to see students motivated and learning.  This happens because: 
 Teachers use a variety of teaching styles. 
 Good relations exist between students and teachers. 
 Teachers know how best you can succeed because they use assessment to inform their teaching. 

 Teachers are good at communication your strengths and weaknesses to you and your 
parents/carers and carers. 

  

We believe that all students are entitled to a broad and balanced Science education, which is fully in line 
with the National Curriculum. 
  
Key Stage 3 

We aim to increase students’ interest and enjoyment of science 
and in doing so develop their awareness of the importance of 
Science in everyday life.   We have implemented the Activate 
Key Stage 3 course which is designed to support every student 
on their journey through Key Stage 3 to Key Stage 4 success.  
The Activate suite of resources are tailored to the 2014 
Programme of Study and include topics in Biology, Chemistry 
and Physics.  The course enables students to find out more 
about how the concepts they have met can be applied in 
context, at the frontiers of scientific discovery.    Across the 
student books and online Kerboodle courses, Activate allows 

students to complete online tasks for homework, assessments and other learning resources.  Each 
student is provided with unique log-on details to access Kerboodle at home or within school. 
 

 In the final term of Year 9 all students begin the GCSE or BTEC Key Stage 4 qualification. Students also 
plan, carry out, analyse and evaluate practical investigations, which are good examples of “Scientific 
Investigations” and require them to work both independently and as part of a team. 
 

Assessing Students Progress 
A holistic view is taken when assessing students.  Students are assessed by their teacher by means of 
tasks.  For example a student may have collected some data and then needs to decide the best way to 
present this data.  We also assess students at the end of each module by means of summative 
assessments.  This allows for a picture to be painted over the course of the academic year which will 
inform the student what he/she is able to do very well and where the gaps in learning are which need to 
be filled.   
 

What can it lead to? 
Many career paths require double science as a minimum requirement, and a grade B in both Core and 
Additional Science are normally required if you wish to study a science course at Level 3 such as A Level 
or BTEC. 
The list of career opportunities is almost endless. They range from the medical profession, i.e. doctor, 
nurse, pharmacist, public health and dentistry, to construction engineering, chemical engineering and 
mechanical engineering. Opportunities also occur in computing, electronics, telecommunications and 
electrical engineering. Scientists also form an important part of the aerospace industry, industrial 
chemical manufacturing, textiles and car industry. 
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Project – Pathways in Years 7, 8 and 9 

  

Understanding how students learn has been one of our key priorities. Creating and providing an 

innovative curriculum has allowed for a personalised learning environment to truly get the most out 

of our students.  By adopting a project based approach we are able to teach students about key 

concepts in a real life setting.  

Project based learning is not only exciting but informative and builds confidences in learning for the 

journey ahead. 
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Expectations           

 

All students must have the following: 

• School bag 

• Planner  

• Pencil case 

• Reading book  

• Full PE Kit (Black shorts & Football socks & Academy PE top) 

• All students to have out on their desks (planner, reading book & pencil case) 
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Students with Special Educational Needs    
 
 

The Link is our Inclusion centre and offers students targeted support in order to ensure well-being 
and promote rapid academic progress. Student progress is closely monitored and additional support 
can be put in place to ensure that students enjoy, achieve and succeed. The E-ACT Burnham Park 
Academy values the abilities and achievements of all its students and is committed to providing, for 
each student, the best possible environment for learning. Students with additional and special 
educational needs are exceptionally well cared for and the support offered will be personalised to 
meet their needs. 
 
Some examples of support and intervention offered in The Link are: 
 

 Small group literacy and numeracy support and intervention 
 

 1:1 Literacy support 
 

 Year 7 nurture and transition groups 
 

 Guided reading groups 
 

 Toe by Toe reading programme 
 

 Self-management/raising self-esteem groups 
 

 Behaviour support 
 

 Intensive curriculum support 
 

 Study skills programmes 
 

 Individual student mentoring 
 

 Homework clubs 
 

 
 
Lexia  
 
Lexia is an on-line reading programme that we have used at The E-ACT Burnham Park Academy for 
the last academic year.  It has been a huge success and has helped many of our students to gain in 
confidence and ability.  Over two thirds of students who participated in the programme achieved 
double or more than expected progress.  This means that they moved more than twice as fast as the 
students who were not doing Lexia.  This is amazing progress.  For students who may be behind in 
their reading, Lexia is a popular and successful intervention. 
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Students with Special Educational Needs    

 
 
 

At The E-ACT Burnham Park Academy we adopt a whole-school approach to SEN policy and practice. 
Students identified as having SEN are fully integrated into mainstream classes. Teaching students 
with SEN is a whole-school responsibility, requiring a whole-school response. Central to the work of 
every class and every subject is a continuous cycle of planning, teaching, assessment and evaluation 
that takes account of a wide range of abilities, aptitudes and interests. The majority of students will 
learn and progress within these arrangements. However, for students with SEN, there may be a need 
for an enhanced level of provision that supports and enhances their learning. To support individual 
needs, some students are given small group and 1:1 support to ensure that they make rapid 
progress. The progress of SEN students is monitored very carefully and extra support put in place 
where appropriate. The impact of these interventions is closely evaluated to ensure support is 
effective and impacts on student progress.  
 
The E-ACT Burnham Park Academy firmly believes in developing a strong partnership with 
parents/carers. The Academy recognises that parents/carers have a unique overview of their child’s 
needs and that this gives them a key role in supporting the Academy in providing the best possible 
package to support the students very individual needs. 
 
We do not rely only on our own expertise to support students with additional and special educational 
needs. We work closely with our partners from outside the Academy. These colleagues include: - an 
educational psychologist, speech and language therapists, the cognition and learning team and 
outreach support from the local Student Referral Unit.  
 
We are very proud of our work and what we have achieved over the last two years and the essential 
part it will play in the progress of students at the Academy.  
 
For more information please contact: 
 
Mrs L Barton, Special Educational Needs Coordinator:  Laura.Barton@E-ACT.org.uk 
 
Mrs R Hughes, Additional Needs Coordinator: Rebecca.Hughes@E-ACT.org.uk 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Laura.Barton@E-ACT.org.uk
mailto:Rebecca.Hughes@E-ACT.org.uk
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The Academy Day          

 
 

 
 
 

8.30  Morning Registration - Form Tutor Time or Assembly by Year Group 
 

8.50  Period 1 
 

9.40  Period 2 
 

10.30       Break  
 

10.50  Period 3 
 

11.40  Period 4 
 

12.30  Lunch 
 

1.10  Period 5 
 
2.00  Period 6 
 
2.50  Afternoon Registration – Form Tutor Time 

 
3.05  End of School Day 
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Uniform            

 

The Academy will provide a free blazer or jumper, school tie and P.E. shirt for each child. 
 

All other items may be purchased at local stores 
 
 
 

BOYS    YEARS 7 - 11 
 

Blazer*  - Black with the Academy badge 
School tie*  - Green with a band of gold 
Shirt   - White long or short sleeved  
Trousers  - Black  
Jumper*  - Black with the Academy badge 
Shoes   - Plain black "leather" (no suede’s or boots) 
Socks   - Black 

 
 

 
GIRLS   YEARS 7 - 11 

 
Blazer*  - Black with the Academy badge 
School tie*  - Green with a band of gold  
Blouse   - White long or short sleeved 
Skirt   - Black  
Trousers  - Black  
Jumper*   - Black with the Academy badge 
Shoes   - Plain black "leather" - heel height 2.5cm maximum 

(No suede’s, boots or sling backs) 
Socks   - Black 
Tights/stockings - Natural tan or black 
(Socks and tights/stockings may not be worn together) 
 

 

  *These items may only be purchased from the Academy 
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Here is what our Year 7 students think…   

 

“I was nervous but the staff were very nice” 
 
 

“I enjoyed feeling like a teenager” 
 
 

“I liked meeting the other boys and girls” 
 
 

“I was worried about meeting the older students but they were 
really helpful and friendly, which was a lovely surprise” 

 
 

“Wicked first day” 
 
 

“The most important part of the school is the students – they are 
very important within the school because they are what make 
things happen (as well as all the teachers which help them of 

course!!)” 
 
 
 

“…The E-ACT Burnham Park Academy is the best school ever!” 
 
 

 

 


